In this article, we consider the results of theoretical and practical analysis of the problem of means in the system of higher professional education. These results acted as a starting point for studying the phenomenon of means in the context of the socioecological education of student youth. As a result, we identified the following general groups of educational tools: natural objects and their reproductive means, images and displays of phenomena, objects and processes of the surrounding socio-ecological environment, technical means, textbooks and study guides.
Introduction
One of the most important features of the development of modern society is the further exacerbation of social and environmental contradictions. The necessity of their resolution is conditioned by the need to preserve the favorable conditions of the environment of the mankind life, its health and the health of each person, the nature potential for sustainable social progress. An important place in overcoming these contradictions is given to student youth. However, the effectiveness of solving emerging social and environmental problems is largely determined by the degree of its preparedness, already acquired experience of interaction with the natural environment, the ability to study, protect, renew and restore natural conditions and resources. Hence there is a need for a special -social and environmentaleducation for student youth. It is closely intertwined with professional training, because each profession, in one way or another, is connected with the natural environment, uses its potential and, at the same time, has certain possibilities for preserving and renewing nature. On the other hand, the social and environmental education of students is largely determined by a special system of means of its formation, which also enhance the effectiveness of the pedagogical process as a whole. It should be noted that the problem of means in the system of higher professional education has been never left without scientists' attention. 
Materials and Methods
The following theoretical approaches (systemstructural, differentiated, activity-oriented) and methods were used in the article preparation: analysis, synthesis, abstraction, generalization, and concretization. The system-structural approach allows considering the subject of research from the position of linking its elements, hierarchy, and subordination of structural components. A differentiated approach helps DOI 10.29042/2018 DOI 10.29042/ -2607 DOI 10.29042/ -2611 distinguish the elements of the system by dividing the whole into parts and studying each of them separately. The activity approach is related to the organization of students' activities in the natural environment, the implementation of individual actions and operations aimed at its preservation, improvement, and renewal. These approaches allow us to determine the specific means of socioecological education for students. With regard to methods, the choice of analysis as one of the most important in the study is due to the fact that it is a method of obtaining new knowledge. The latter is precisely one of the main tasks of this study. Let us recall that in the most general sense, analysis is a process of mental or factual decomposition of the whole into its constituent parts. This makes it possible to reveal the construction of the object under study, i.e. its structure. In turn, the dismemberment of a complex phenomenon, an object into simpler elements, makes it possible to separate the essential from the nonessential, to reduce the complex to the simple, to isolate the contradictions, various tendencies, and stages in it. The analysis plays a crucial role in the cognitive process and is carried out at all its stages (Philosophical Dictionary, 1991). On the other hand, which is also important for our research, in thinking operations, the analysis acts as one of the logical methods of thinking, is accomplished with the help of abstract concepts and is closely related to a number of other thought operations: synthesis, abstraction, generalization. Synthesis is the very opposite process, consisting in the joining some parts into a whole. The scientists reasonably attribute analysis and synthesis to widespread methods of scientific thinking. These methods are interrelated, deeply rooted in the practical activities of man in the development and transformation of the surrounding world. The analysis and synthesis can turn to a special method of research of a particular science from the general method, for example: methods of mathematical, chemical or social analysis. Analysis is related to synthesis in any form. However, in practice, the analysis is associated with abstraction, generalization and other mental operations (Alekseev P.V., PaninA.V., 1991). Dedicated methods of analysis, synthesis, abstraction, generalization and concretization make it possible to solve one of the main tasks of this study at the theoretical level -the need to obtain new knowledge, in particular -the essence of the concept definition of "means of socio-ecological education of students", as well as the allocation of specific means.
Results and Discussion
Professional training in the system of modern higher education requires, as already noted, mandatory ecologization of not only its goals, content, but also other components of the pedagogical process: methods, means and forms of organization. It should be noted that the features of education in the higher school have long been studied by the scientists, and the various aspects of it have been revealed: historical, personal, activity, managerial, professional, creative (Skatkin M.N., 1982; Slastenin V.A., 1997; Smirnov S.D., 2007, et al.). The remark of S.I. Arkhangelsky is also fair. One time he noted the complex systemic nature of the educational process in the university, expressed by an infinite variety of states, behaviors, relationships, the connections of its constituent components. According to him, the main components of this process include: the content of education (through the relevant subjects and types of educational work); training methods; forms and means of training; educational and scientific work of students (the object of study); teaching activity of teachers (Arkhangelsky S.I., 1978). The study of the problem of means in the system of social and environmental education of students required the establishment of their essence, classifications, and conditions of effectiveness. The basis for studying this problem was the work of domestic scientists and teachers and other authors. 1982) ; determined the conditions for the effectiveness of using the means of teaching students and the prospects for their application in the pedagogical process of the university. Thus, the didactic means mean all kinds of means of pedagogical work (Skatkin M.N., Shakhmayev N.M., 1982); a material or ideal object that is "placed" between the teacher and the student and is used to assimilate knowledge, form the experience of cognitive and practical activity (Minyaev A.F., 1996). All researchers engaged in this problem agree that teaching means are an indispensable element of the pedagogical process, regardless of the conditions of its course. Teaching means are included in the classrooms, the educational and informative environment. They act as a carrier of educational information and a tool for the activities of the teacher and the student. The accumulated theoretical and practical experience on the problem of the means of teaching the students of the university made it possible to determine the means in the system of ecological training of professional personnel. So, we considered the basic means of forming the teacher's ecological culture (Glazachev S including specific technological means (Glazachev S.N., Grishaeva Yu.M., Kosonozhkin V.I., 2013). It should also be noted that the problems of educational tools in the field of social and environmental relations are also being actively considered by foreign researchers. In this regard, we should note the activities of the society "Gesellschaft Sozial-Ökologische Forschung (SÖF), 2015-2020", which develops the concept of socio-ecological research.In 1990, the National Law "On Education in the Environment" was adopted in the United States, within which a federal structure for the development of environmental education was established and the state support was provided for the initiatives in this area, including "green schools", field centers, teacher training, ecological movement, etc. In the XXI century, the environmental programs are included in the state standards of all levels of education in the USA. The analysis of environmental education programs reveals the following trend: from the initial sensory cognition of nature and upbringing of children's love for it -to committing actions that affect sustainable development (Environmental Protection Agency of the United States, 2009.). Thus, there is an obvious interest in the problem of means of education, and in various branches of pedagogical science. The task of this study required the definition of the essence, structure and basic classifications of the means of socio-ecological education of students. As a result, it was established that the phenomenon of teaching means is studied not only at the general scientific level, but also at a specific scientific level. At the same time, the problem study involves not only revealing the essence of the means, but their functions, features, classifications. The research results are as follows. Firstly, the general features of the means of education and their functions have made it possible to define the essence of the concept of "means of socioecological education for students of youth", which include individual natural and artificial objects, phenomena, processes or a set of adaptations used in the joint activity of the teacher and the students directed on the assimilation of all elements of socioecological experience: social-ecological knowledge, skills, creative and emotional value-attitude to nature; its use in the theoretical and practical activities (Shilova V.S., 2006 (Shilova V.S., , 2015 . These means have the same functions as the means of education in general, however, the complex nature of socio-ecological knowledge and skills, other elements of the interaction experience between society and natural environment require the implementation and integrative function (Ibid.). Secondly, they mean the development of the system of social and environmental education of students, the need to improve the pedagogical process in the university, the intensification and effectiveness of educational activities carried out with the help of technical training means (TTM) (Smirnov S.D., 2007; Krivitsky B.Kh., 1986; Talyzina N.F., 1984).
Thirdly, the computers and computer devices, other means of computer technology, to which all the researchers pay their attention, take a special place in the system of teaching means in higher education. At the same time, the problem of modern textbooks and teaching aids, which remains an important source of special knowledge and one of the main means of teaching, continues to be relevant (Popkov V 
Textbooks and Study Guides:
 Textbooks and Study Guides for teachers and students (textbooks and study guides on social ecology, collections of questions and tasks on social ecology, books for reading on the problem of interaction between society and nature, study guides for practical works on social ecology, workbooks for students on social ecology; reference books on social and environmental problems, didactic and methodological manuals for the teacher, programs on social ecology courses, anthologies, etc.).
Conclusions
Summarizing, we note that the selection of means in the process of social and environmental education of students is carried out taking into account its specific conditions, the age characteristics of students, the educational and material base, the experience of the teacher's professional activities. The identified means are used both in the process of individual work with students, and in group, frontal and combined forms. The considered element of the process of socioecological education of students, in turn, is the content of a certain pedagogical technology that implements the functions and tasks of this process. At the same time, the study has shown the need for further search for effective means of social and environmental education for students, the development of diagnostic and teaching technologies, creating conditions that optimize the interaction between the teacher and the students.
